
Join us for the February Climate Change Integration Team 

Webinar! 

  
Topic: Leveraging the Power of Partnerships to Advance Climate-Smart Management 
  
When: Wednesday, February 8, 2023, from 2:00-3:30pm Pacific Time 
 
Webinar Description:  
  
The webinar will open two presentations from USDA Climate Hubs. The first will be an overview of 
the USDA California Climate Hub, including a discussion of the connection of Hub work to USDA Forest 
Service priorities and opportunities; this presentation will emphasize the role of collaboration and 
increased federal funding through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) and Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA). The second will be a discussion of USDA Southwest Climate Hub partnerships and efforts in Hawaii 
and the US-Affiliated Pacific Islands that advance climate resilience, including collaborations with the 
USDA Forest Service and Natural Resources Conservation Service on climate adaptation work, leveraging 
the Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science Adaptation Workbook.  

The webinar will then transition to two presentations from the USGS Climate Adaptation Science 
Centers. The first will be an overview of the Southwest Climate Adaptation Science Center and a 
discussion of collaborative initiatives the Center is currently supporting in California and the broader 
Southwestern United States. The second will provide a summary of the Pacific Islands Climate 
Adaptation Science Center, plus information about how the Center is engaged with communities and 
the interagency community across the Pacific to leverage various funding streams and partnerships.  

The webinar will conclude with a presentation about the Pacific and California/Nevada Climate 
Adaptation Partnerships (CAP) Program (formerly known as the Regional Integrated Sciences and 
Assessments (RISA) Program). The presentation will showcase examples of how the CAPs/RISAs are 
leveraging BIL and IRA funding internally and in partnership to build capacity for climate-smart 
management. 
The Presenters 
Dr. Emile Elias is the Director of the USDA Southwest Climate Hub, an organization covering five (5) 
States, including Hawaii and the US-Affiliated Pacific Islands. Dr. Elias is a research hydrologist with more 
than three decades of experience at the interface of water scarcity, water quality, agricultural 
production and natural resources. She leads a team engaged in research and science synthesis, data-
driven tool development to support climate-informed decision-making, and convening scientists and 
shareholders to solve critical climate-related challenges.  
  
Dr. Carolyn Enquist has worked for nearly three decades at the nexus of science, communication, and 
outreach. She has led and developed strategic engagement opportunities and partnerships to promote 
the mission and efficacy of science-based organizations. Over the course of her career, she has led and 
contributed to numerous peer-reviewed articles and national and international reports focused on the 
biodiversity impacts of climate change, practical guidance for conducting vulnerability assessments, and 
the practice of climate adaptation planning and implementation. As the Acting Federal Director of the 
Southwest Climate Adaptation Center (SW CASC), an important part of her work is to build 
collaborations and strategic partnerships in support of effective climate adaptation and resilience.  
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fcalifornia&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DokdAiKUSbNezmCmoVmP2N2rhQUXhc2qCV2CxQU3ang%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fsouthwest&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S6v01w7Y4q0EjvHlAvc3ig1yYLi%2BxWk%2BiJ3WPPnndDw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadaptationworkbook.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ocQPhRSu42EPd2mEmDxXJDT0wE%2FtaGwKIZ44RS%2BNNXo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usgs.gov%2Fprograms%2Fclimate-adaptation-science-centers%2Fsouthwest-casc&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gTgRpJMwD9aL6NGFEIhnYHQLwidUDlIpTglt84yx2IY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpi-casc.soest.hawaii.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3kG7h7zcZuTUQM5nZz0imr8yI9o2%2Bg%2F4zbyzQNAb8ss%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpi-casc.soest.hawaii.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3kG7h7zcZuTUQM5nZz0imr8yI9o2%2Bg%2F4zbyzQNAb8ss%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pacificrisa.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s0VLQSub%2FH0YpKwc1l86RgM83Im5Nj0hYrtmPm0BYn0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drought.gov%2Fabout%2Fpartners%2Fcalifornia-nevada-adaptation-program-noaa-caprisa-team&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V%2BLehJQjEZeqMeOJdzml4mApzij4rlW%2FlTieQ1hVY7g%3D&reserved=0


Dr. Mari-Vaughn Johnson is the Federal Director of the United States Geological Survey’s Pacific Islands 
Climate Adaptation Science Center. She brings a human-centric, systems-oriented approach to 
developing sustainable management responses to climate change related challenges. Her commitment 
to supporting strong relationships between people and place as foundational to adaptation is informed 
by her experiences in international diplomacy, multi-functional land-use solutions, and policy impact 
assessments.   
  
Dr. Victoria Keener is a Senior Research Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawai‘i and a 
Research Professor at the Arizona State University Global Institute of Sustainability & Innovation. She is 
a Co-Lead Principal Investigator of the Pacific CAP/RISA program. She earned a Ph.D. in Agricultural & 
Biological Engineering from the University of Florida and does interdisciplinary research working with 
Pacific Island communities to transform climate knowledge into resource management and policies that 
aim to reduce climate-induced vulnerabilities. She was the Lead Author of the Hawai‘i and Pacific Islands 
Chapter of the 4th US-National Climate Assessment and directs the Pacific Islands Regional Climate 
Assessment (PIRCA) network and reports, and is the Vice-Chair of the City & County of Honolulu Climate 
Change Commission. 
  
Dr. Steven Ostoja is the Director of the California Climate Hub, based in Davis, California. As Director, Dr. 
Ostoja leads the Climate Hub efforts to develop and deliver products and information that enable 
climate-smart decision-making on California’s natural and working lands.   
  
Virtual Connection Instructions 
  
February 2023 R5 CCIT Webinar Teams Meeting Link 
  
NOTE: The Microsoft Teams platform is accessible to agency personnel and external partners. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NmE0MjY2NzUtNGQ1MC00NWY5LWEyYjctMGI5Y2Y3YTgwNzIz%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25226403fc44-8190-42a6-a696-4222924782b7%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98408901976f4dce91ee08daf3517a5f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089828522196408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ua%2FABxtVRi7zmz%2FLgENKfoXxs%2FSxWyYB%2BXCPzqKkTLA%3D&reserved=0

