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Creek Fire

v September of 2020
v'Burned approx. 380,000 acres

v’ At the time, was the largest single
fire in CA

v Burned through several existing fire
scars on the forest




§
s
#
)
b4
Yo,
Vo
........
i
z l
¥
<
S el
7 3.758

v'104,000 acres at

~_ highseverity

v'Need for
reforestation of
100,000 acres

v'1 billion board
feet within the fire
footprint burned
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Post Creek Fire — December 2020
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e Received CCl grantinJan. 2020
* 99% of the project area burned at moderate to
high severity %

Overall grant objectives of fuel reduction, site
preparationand fuel breaks would need to be
re-evaluated
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Changing Plans

At this time, the district was slated to
have seedlings delivered for the same
elevation as Jose Basin but meant for a
different Project area that did not burn.

* That project area was also part of a CCl grant
(separate from Jose Basin)

* Main grant activity was reforestation post
beetle mortality

* Stillin need of site preparation through RX
burning




Creek Fire — Why Reforest?

v' Management direction from Forest and Rangeland
Renewable Resource Act as Amended by the National
Forest Management Act

v Reduce erosion

v’ Carbon sequestration

v' Maintain conifercomponent
v Habitat

v’ Take advantage of fire site prepped acres
v NEPA ready
v’ Leverage grant opportunities and partners
v Required coordination with Cal Fire
v Required coordination with both grant partners
v' Public desire for reforestation

v" Took pressure off forest resources already stretched thin
from the fire
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Reforestation 2021

1. Optionsto consider, reforest Jose Basin immediately or wait

2. Needto ensure NEPA & grant compliance
3. Inthe end approximately 900 acres was done with about
230,00 trees
December 2020
::;;::Jf:ﬂft"y March/April April-July October

December 24, 2020

Release-
Chemical/hand

Reforestation

No Treatment
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Survival Results

Overall Survival of 85%

SETTING_ID ~

Average of NATURAL_LIVE_TPA  Average of PLANTED_LIVE_TPA

300.00 26130
250.00 PIIE,232.67 PIPO, 217.39
186.04
200,00
Values
1000 m Average of NATURAL LIVE_ TPA
100.00 50,00 W Average of PLANTED _LIVE_TPA
50.00
I PILA, 12.00
0.00
ABCO CADE27 PIPO QUCH2 QUKE , #% A
AT %% @
SPECIES 'Y {‘%— High Sierra /Gb
5% () tod
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Reforestation in 22

A YEAR LATER
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2022 Reforestation

¢ |dentified stands

e Mechanical site prep- fell and pile

e Prescription fire

e Reforestation

e Release- Chemical/hand

e Survival Exams

e Continued Planning

5
&
w
v
u

%
- High Sierra
Ranger District T T

2

j@ Silviculture

Department

L) P

ol %

0 2 M




4‘?_% A
%,
@
High Sierra
Ranger District

Silviculture
Department

e
Vi
e









Post Creek fire as of Now-
Accomplished

v/ 1400 acres of reforestation (HSRD)
v'500 acres of mechanical site prep
v'500 acres of RX fire

v'2000 acres of release

v'NEPA
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Post Creek fire as of Now-
Planned for 2022

v/ 1000 acres of site prep
v" 1000 acres of fuel breaks
v" 1000 acres of RX fire

Post Creek fire as of Now-
Planned for beyond

v/ 1000s acres of site prep
v/ 1000s acres of RX fire
v Reforestation +++

v’ Release +++
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Challenges

* Vegetation
* Predation
* Drought

* Funding

* Capacity

%
- High Sierra
Ranger District T T
a
j@ Silviculture
@ Department %

22 %if [ﬁ




References, Sources & Info

National Forest Management Act (1976) Sec. 4. (d)(1), Multiple Use,
Sustained Yield Act of 1960, Organic Act

United States Forest Service, FSH 2409.17 —Silvicultural Handbook

United States Forest Service, Rojas, R., Creek Fire Rapid Resource
Assessment 1-63 (2021).

Questions

Thank you!  .2<.
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